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WELCOME LETTER: 

Welcome, delegate to HopeMun 2020. As always it is a pleasure to have your 

participation and presence in this annual event we organize with delight. What follows are 

two days of hard work; the first one, focused on intense debate topics regarding a new 

worldwide topic; Digital Citizenship. The second is focused on teamwork that is required to 

elude physical and intellectual challenges as a team. The theme this year is becoming a 

responsible digital citizen. The mission of this Model UN event is to create awareness 

towards this new world that surround us, technology, the internet and social media. We seek 

to force you to think critically on issues that are present nowadays. We especially opt to make 

everyone listen to each other. We have an encouraging environment of acceptance and 

respect. Some time ago we used to be delegates and we used to feel that excitement and 

energy all delegates have. With this event, we have grown and we are proud to share the same 

joy and satisfaction with you. The impact this conference has had on several students from 

different schools is really impressive and our expectations haven't been affected. You have 

the power to change the world, believe in yourself and go make the change you want in the 

world. Without further ado, we welcome you to  HopeMUN 2020.  
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GROUND RULES 

As with every Model UN event, ours has a specific set of guidelines that delegates 

have to follow in order to have a much more enriching and positive experience prior to, 

during and after the debate. 

 The most important aspect of any sort of official debate is respect. Many opinions 

other than your own will be expressed during the numerous sessions of the event and as a 

delegate, one must consider the differing points of view with utmost respect and 

professionalism in order to solve these issues as effectively as possible.  

Another aspect that is one of the main points of the event is being well-informed. A 

delegate should not doubt his/her information regarding the delegate’s country (the one being 

represented). This helps build investigation skills that become crucial in the later stages of 

school. 

 Finally, enjoy the event. Whilst it is a great honor to organize the event, it is also a 

huge effort that both the school and the organizers have to make in order to bring the best 

experience possible. 

 

SETTING THE ISSUE 

Since the development of the internet, information and media has been displayed and             

shared with the world in an easier and faster rate. At the beginning around 1990, the number                 

of users of this new brand service was three million hundreds. As the internet grew its                

population too, nowadays the number of users grew dramatically up to four hundred             

millions. And the main boosters of this change were the internet providers.  
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This new way of communication allowed internet providers to be created and not only              

that, it allowed them to monetize this new service. Internet providers soon started growing              

and developing multi-million dollar companies that were seeking to control the way            

information was delivered. 

This represents a major conflict between morality and economy. As internet providers            

try to sell their unique pack of services that may regulate the way you surf around the web,                  

there's the other part in which morality strikes. No one is supposed to control the way data is                  

received through the web, nor deprive the users of certain digital rights. 

Now, several countries have had active participation among this alarming issue, such             

is the case of Chile that managed to be the first country who launched laws enforcing net                 

neutrality. However, there are several countries that scaled this up. Chinese government now             

is the entity that regulates the internet connection of the whole population, depriving China              

from a neutral network.  

 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

This polemic topic has been present in the United States of America for a long time. 

Since the Bush administration, there have been several actions in order to ensure a free 

environment on the web. 

The first encounters with net neutrality deprivation started in 2000, where internet 

providers banned users from using virtual private networks or setting their own wi-fi router. 

Consequently, in 2005 the Federal Communication Commission fined North Carolina service 

providers by blocking phone calls over the internet, later on the FCC ordered Comcast to stop 
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denying access to Bittorrent followed immediately with legal action from Comcast towards 

the FCC. 

Apple followed this behaviour and started blocking Skype calls requested by the 

system of AT&T. But later on this issue extended and eventually started managing and 

modifying the prioritization of internet traffic. 

It is relevant to mention that while national commissions tried to protect net 

neutrality, other governments  started to control their national networks.  This is the case of 

the Federation of China, that applied internet censorship way back in 1980 being originated 

by a governmental ideology from Deng Xiaoping. "If you open a window for fresh air, you 

have to expect some flies to blow in." 

 

RELEVANCE IN TODAY'S WORLD 

Nowadays the use of internet services is at it peak and the issue evolved until the 

point gubernamental activities threatened the way media is disposed. Furthermore we should 

acknowledge that a vast number of population is affected by this problem, ergo their rights 

are being violated. At the end, this can become a crime. 

 

IMPORTANT EVENTS 

● July 2010. Chile managed to be the first country that launches policies assisting net 

neutrality. 

● In 2014, Brazil approved the Civil Internet Framework, which includes net neutrality 

as a major principle. 
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● On December 14, 2017, the US suspended the neutrality of the network promoted by 

the regulation of the sector by the Government of Barack Obama in 2015 so that 

Internet providers can prioritize access to certain content The decision was adopted by 

the Federal Communications Commission. 

● China blocks Wikipedia in every language. 

● Chinese censorship towards Google. 

 

PREVIOUS ATTEMPTS AT SOLUTIONS  

One of the more prominent ways of solving this issue has been made by countries 

such as Chile, Spain and Brazil. All of them established laws and policies in order to 

eradicate this inequality. 

 

THE COMMITTEE’S MISSION 

It is key to discuss the advantages and disadvantages of controlling internet ́s data, as 

it can be used to enhance national cyber security and to promote healthy behaviour among 

citizens. Establishing a working paper to have a general position towards the topic as to apply 

certain actions countries have established in their own governments. 

 

IMPORTANCE OF SOLVING THIS ISSUE 

We all have the right to search, read, interact and know about our interests. Everyone 

of us is free to express ourselves through the internet and to be informed through this 

platform. Nevertheless nations should always seek  the protection of their respective 



ADDRESSING THE ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES OF NETWORK NEUTRALITY 7 

population, and if net neutrality would prevent them to achieve it. Should a change for net 

neutrality be considered? 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION  

According to the great variety of social, economic, legal and geographic conditions of 

the world not every rule and treaty debated in this forum should be taken into action. 

However it would be taken into consideration through national filters of each delegation.  

 

Questions that should be answered on the debate: 

1. Is net neutrality necessary? 

2. Does net neutrality represent a security exploit towards a nation? 

3. Should net neutrality be eliminated? 

4. At what extent do internet providers have the power to control the network? 

5. Should a government be able to control and censor internet data traffic? 

 

List of countries. 

1. China 

2. United States of America  

3. Chile 

4. Netherlands 

5. Brazil 

6. Spain 

7. North Korea 

8. South Korea 
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9. United Kingdom 

10. Russia 

11. Mexico 

12. Venezuela 

13. Canada 

14. Japan 

15. Germany 

16. Norway 

17. Costa Rica 

18. Italy 

19. Hong Kong 

20. Austria 

21. Estonia 

22. Belgium 

23. Uruguay 

24. Sweden 

25. Finland 
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